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Winners of the 2006, 2008, 2009 AND the 2012,”Parent’s 

Choice Awards”, Hot Peas ‘N Butter is a unique children’s 

musical group that incorporates elements of traditional 

Latin music, Afro-Caribbean rhythms, jazz, folk, and rock. By 

combining an interactive, invigorating approach to 

performance with mature, multicultural music, Hot Peas ‘N 

Butter has developed a distinct way of inspiring care and 

creativity in kids and adults alike.  

 



THE ARTISTS 

Hot Peas ‘N Butter is a multi-cultural band that performs 
for kids and families, founded by Danny Lapidus and 
Francisco Cotto, both professional musicians in New York 
City. Danny and Francisco have been best friends since 
childhood, both growing up in NYC (Brooklyn and The 
Bronx). 
 
DANNY LAPIDUS 
As a professional musician, Danny has performed with such 
acts as Dominico, Wendy Starland, Zoot, The Skadanks, and  
Oliver Lake, and has been featured as a vocalist on various 

commercial recordings. As owner of POD NOISE, a recording studio in New York City, 
Danny has mixed and produced records for artists such as Yerbabuena, Oz Noy, Tabitha 
Fair, and Marion Loguidice. He has scored music for the films, “AKA Tommy Chong” and “A 
Tale of Two Wives”, as well as various television and radio commercials, including Verizon 
Wireless. He has been producing and writing tracks alongside people like Avery Chambliss 
(Kanye West, Jay Z) for Imagem-Music. His own rock band —Daruma Shakes—has 
performed alongside many national acts.  
 
FRANCISCO J. COTTO was born in Cidra, Puerto Rico and came to New York at the age of 
seven, settling with his family in the Bronx.  After graduating from high school, Frank 
cultivated his musical education at the New School of Jazz and Contemporary Music, and 
later at Lehman College. As a professional musician, Frank has recorded and performed 
with Lew Soloff, Bernard Purdie, Jimmy Cobb, The Authority, Sonido Isleno, Johnny  
Colon, Jerry Gonzalez, C&C Music Factory, Brian McKnight, The Hansoms (dance remix), 
Pacquito D’Rivera, and others. Frank’s own band, Vaya—an eclectic mix of Latin rhythms 
with contemporary blues & rock —performs regularly throughout New York. 
 
LISETTE SANTIAGO is a multi-instrumentalist who specializes in Afro-Cuban percussion 
such as batá and congas. She studied and performed with great masters in Cuba and NYC 
such as Orlando Fiol, Pancho Quinto, Jose Luis “Changuito” Quintana, and Amelia Pedroso. 
Lisette has recorded and performed with artists such as Cyro Baptista, Q-tip, The Jungle 
Brothers, Stereo MCs, Itaal Shur (Grammy award winning songwriter), Richard Bona and 
Matthew Garrison. Along with her experience as a performer, Lisette has been teaching 
music, chorus and percussion for the past 10 years. Along with instructing in schools 
throughout New York City, she has participated in educational workshops and residencies 
throughout the country. 
 

 

 

 



PRE-PERFORMANCE DISCUSSIONS 

1. Prior to attending the performance, teacher should discuss appropriate theatre 
behavior.   

 
a. It’s important to pay attention to the performer on stage and follow directions. 
b. There is no food or drinks allowed in the theatre. 
c. No talking to your neighbor during the show. 
d. No horseplay in the theatre or the lobby. 
e. It’s wonderful to clap for the performer when they have finished their part.  

 
2. Discuss with you class the idea of culture.  Explain that culture may be understood 

as a collection of symbols, patterns, systems and meanings that are shared by 

groups of people. 

a. What cultures are represented in your class? 

b. What traditions can the students’ name that are unique to their culture? 

c. Have students speak to family about their traditions and culture and have them 

bring in an object, a song, a dance, etc. that represents their culture. 

 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES 

1. Using sentence strips, ask the class to write out sentences related to important 
aspects of your community (or other relating topics).  Review each sentence strip 
with your class and edit them as needed.  Combine the sentence strips to create a 
poem. 
 

2. Somos Familia – Create a family tree.  Decorate with pictures of parents, siblings, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and everyone that makes your family special.  
Write a brief explanation of some ways your family celebrates special occasions. 
 

3. Round the World – Explore countries from around the world. Further explore the 
cultures by having your students research and report on the flags of the countries 
that Hot Peas N’ Butter sing about in the concert.  Create a class flag.  Flags are 
objects that use meaningful colors and symbols to represent the people, places or 
groups.  Show off your class pride by creating a flag to represents meaningful 
aspects of your class identity. 
 

4. Que Llueva – Through their song Que Llueva, and the traditional Zulu chant, “Where 
is the Rain?”, Hot Peas  N’ Butter teach children about the similarities between 
cultures.  In this example, both songs convey the important of rain to both cultures.  
Through poetry connections, guide your students to examine your classroom / 
school / community culture to create individual or group poems that highlight some 
important features of your classroom culture. 



 

5. Que Llueva continued – Poetry Connections 
Create a poetry quilt.  Read the traditional Zulu chant “Where is the Rain?”  Using 
the excerpt below, explain the important of the rain to the Zulu community.   
“Most rivers in Africa are dependent upon the rains.  During the dry season they 
literally dry up and leave a brown, twisting snake-like path.  The rainy season in 
KwaZulu is summer time, when we get the most fantastic thunderstorms 
imaginable.  And these horrible flying ants always appear right before the first big 
storms!” 
 
Where Is the Rain 
The giraffe and the elephant went for a walk. 
They stopped in some shade and started to talk; 
"I wish it would rain," said the giraffe with a sigh. 
"I'm tired of watching the clouds pass us by!" 
"Yes," said the elephant, "Where is the rain? 
I wish I could eat fresh green leaves again. 
The sun is so hot and the land is so dry; 
When will the rain fall from the sky?" 
Later in the day the sky turned grey, 
The flying ants flew out to say, 
"The rain is coming! We smell it in the air! 
And in the distance, thunder we hear!" 
The giraffe and the elephant looked up at the sky 
And heard the black eagle give forth his cry, 
"The rain has come, The rivers will flow; 
The dry season is over; now the green grass will grow!"  
 

Source: CanTeach http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/africasong.html 
 
Poetry Quilt Directions 
Materials needed: Lined paper, blank white or colored paper, 9 x 13 poster board, 
crayons /markers / colored pencils, yarn, scissors, glue, hole punch. 
 
Re-read the poem created by your class and ask them to draw a picture from the 
imagery in the poem.  Glue the pictures to one side of a piece of 9 x 13 poster board 
and write the description on the other side.  Punch holes into the poster board and 
tie each students work together with several pieces of yarn.  Display your class pride 
by hanging your poetry quilt so that the front and back can be viewed. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canteach.ca/elementary/africasong.html


POST-PERFORMANCE DISCUSSIONS 

1. Have a dialogue about the performance. What did the students like about the 
program? What didn’t they like about it?  What surprised them?  

2. Discuss the story of the music.  Identify themes and what instruments were used to 
play each theme.  How did the music “describe” different cultures? 

3. Discuss the musicians.  To become a musician, what kind of background and 
experience do you think that person might need?  

 

FLORIDA STANDARDS  

MU.K.C.1.2, MU.K.C.2.1, MU.K.C.3.1, MU.1.C.1.1, MU.1.H.1.2, MU.1.O.1.1, MU.2.C.1.1, 

MU.2.C.1.2, MU.2.C.3.1, MU.3.C.1.1, MU.3.C.1.2, MU.3.C.1.3, MU.4.C.1.1, MU.4.C.1.2, 

MU.4.C.1.3, MU.4.C.3.1, MU.4.O.1.1, MU.5.C.1.1, MU.5.C.1.2, MU.5.C.1.3, MU.5.C.3.1, 

MU.5.O.1.1, WL.K12.NM.1.5, WL.K12.NM.6.3, WL.K12.NM.9.2 

 

INTERNET LINKS 

Hot Peas N’ Butter 

www.hotpeansnbutter.com 

 

http://www.hotpeansnbutter.com/

